THE LIFE OF DAVID
Lesson #5 - A Man In Submission To Authority

Key Verse: “Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus,
who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard
equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself,
taking the form of a bond-servant....” -- Philippians 2:5-7

Insight » Who must I listen to, and who should listen to me — and why?
Authority and submission have a critical place in God’s design for
peace and order on earth. In fact, your concept of God is greatly
determined by your ability to see how He is able to work through
those in authority over you.

No matter how inconvenient or unfair those in authority over you
may be, you are still accountable for the way that you respond to
them. God may be using those authorities who are hardest to get
along with to motivate you to develop a more Christ-like character.

God is not nearly so concerned with what we are going through
as He is with our response to what we are going through.

1. Who is the ultimate source of authority according to Romans 13:1 and Daniel 4:35?

2. Can you think of some actions or attitudes, with Scriptural references, which show
that David saw God as the ultimate authority in his life?

3. We live in an ordered universe in which there is authority and submission to authority.
In the Bible we find four basic structures of authority. From the following verses, see
if you can determine what they are:

a.) Colossians 3:20, Proverbs 6:20-21

b.) 1 Peter 2:13-14, Romans 13:3-4

Cc.) 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13, Hebrews 13:17
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d.) Colossians 3:22, 1 Peter 2:18

4. Was David submissive to these same structures? Try to locate verses that support
your answer.

5. Can you think of a time when David did not submit to authority?

Insight » All authorities are limited, and one way in which they are limited
is by God’s moral law. Even God’s authority is limited by this.
He never does anything that is morally wrong.

The same is true in human relationships. A father has no right to
tell his wife or children to do something morally wrong. That is
beyond the “limits” of his authority. The same is true for an
employer, government official, or a spiritual leader.

6. List examples of how the following authorities might exceed their rightful limits:

a.) Family —

b.) Government —

c.) Employer —

d.) Spiritual -
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7. Most problems for us arise not when authorities exceed their limits, but rather when
we fail to be obedient to the authorities acting within their limits.

a.) Which one of God’s limits does David break in 1 Samuel 21:1-9?

b.) Was it okay for David to lie under these extreme circumstances?

c.) What were the consequences of this “little” lie? 1 Samuel 22:9-22.

d.) Because God has set up all authority, we place ourselves in danger when we
go against our authorities. As you think about your relationship with the four
structures of authority, not to mention God’s overall authority, are you aware
of any actions or attitudes which you have that are rebellious? List them
below and your plan to change:

8. Saul also gives us examples of not submitting to God’s authority. For each of the
following three passages, determine how Saul rebelled, why he rebelled, and what
the consequences were:

a.) 1 Samuel 13:1-13

b.) 1 Samuel 15:1-29

c.) 1 Samuel 28:1-19

9. Read 1 Peter 2:13-15. Why should we submit ourselves to authorities according to
these verses?
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10. Another reason to submit to authorities (good or bad) is because authorities are one
of God’s primary means of helping change our character to be more Christ-like.

a.) What character issue do you think God might have been working on in
David’s life while he was submitting to Saul?

b.) Can you think of a character trait in your life that God may be trying to
change through one of the authorities in your life?

11. David was submissive to an angry, jealous, unstable authority.

a.) Was God in control of this situation?

b.) How was God acting in David’s best interests through these situations?

Thought » The word “submission” creates strong emotions in most women.
What does it mean to be submissive? Should submission to a man
begin before you are married? Is submission intellectual suicide or
dehumanizing?

12. If Jesus Christ was your supervisor at work or some other authority on a human
level, would your attitudes, responses, or actions be any different? Should they be
different? (Consider Colossians 3:17 and 3:23)
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